
Book on Einstein's Life is for Sale on The Centennial of
his Nobel Prize Lecture given July 11, 1923

News-Press Release
New York, New York (Newsbox) 08-Jul-2023
https://prsafe.com/release/15808/

Summary
The book contains rarely seen photos of Einstein, as well as beautifully preserved letters, manuscripts, journals and even equations

written in Einsteinâ€™s hand.

Message
New York City, NY, USA, July 8, 2023 -- Itâ€™s been one hundred years since Albert Einstein gave his Nobel Prize lecture titled

Fundamental Ideas and Problems of the Theory of Relativity, on July 11th, 1923. The centennial of this event is a reminder of the

remarkable history of Einsteinâ€™s Nobel Prize and the address. Now, a book is available chronicling the life of the renowned

physicist. Â  Titled Einstein: The Man and His Mind, the one-of-a-kind, hard-cover, 4.4-pound book contains rarely seen photos of

Einstein, as well as beautifully preserved letters, manuscripts, journals and even equations written in Einsteinâ€™s hand. The book

helps place in historical context his ideas about time, gravity, quantum theory and cosmology. Itâ€™s for sale on Amazon, for

$51.99 (new). Â  The book comprises an astounding private collection of Einstein memorabilia owned by Dr. Gary Berger, with

annotations and commentary by Dr. Berger and his two co-authors: Michael DiRuggiero (owner of Manhattan Rare Book Company

in New York City) and Dr. Hanoch Gutfreund (a physicist at Hebrew University of Jerusalem who also wrote the bookâ€™s

foreword). Â  â€œThis book is fascinating reading for people interested in scientist biographies,â€• said Mr. DiRuggiero, whose

inventory at Manhattan Rare Book Company contains many Einstein items for sale. These can be seen on his website,

www.ManhattanRareBooks.com. He added, â€œIt's also an exquisite photo research opportunity for scholars of the history and

philosophy of physics.â€• Â  From todayâ€™s perspective, one might think the most acclaimed scientist since Isaac Newton would

have won a Nobel Prize for the theory virtually synonymous with his name â€“ relativity. But this did not happen, according to Dr.

Berger, in his essay titled Einsteinâ€™s Nobel Prize Address Centennial. â€œThe path to the Nobel Prize was anything but

smooth,â€• Dr. Berger said. Â  â€œThe Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences had repeatedly rejected Einstein as a Nobel Prize

recipient despite his sixty nominations, most of them for relativity, over a decade,â€• Dr. Berger wrote. â€œIn 1921, the Committee

for Physics became deadlocked, resulting in no award that year. The following year, the Academy awarded Einstein the unused 1921

Prize â€“ but pointedly not for the theory of relativity. The Prize was for his discovery of the law of the photoelectric effect.â€• Â  

Following is more information pulled from Dr. Bergerâ€™s essay. Â  Einsteinâ€™s 1905 publication on the photoelectric effect

was undoubtedly worthy of a Nobel Prize. It explained the behavior of electron emission from metals when struck by light. His

theory was a foundation of quantum mechanics. But it was surprising to many that he didnâ€™t receive the award for his most

significant scientific contribution â€“ the general theory of relativity â€“ which is the basis of virtually everything we know about

the universeâ€™s structure, history, and behavior. Â  Some Nobel Prize committee members blocked Einstein because they

didnâ€™t comprehend relativity theory or for his being a Jew, a pacifist, or a theorist who didnâ€™t perform experiments. These

few individuals objected to him personally and, specifically, to his theory of relativity. Among his most strident detractors, Allvar

Gullstrand (1911 Nobel laureate in Physiology or Medicine) said, â€œEinstein must never receive a Nobel Prize, even if the whole

world demands it.â€• Â  In 1922, a compromise ended the Swedish Academyâ€™s position of denying Einstein the Prize he

deserved. He was granted the 1921 Prize â€œfor his services to Theoretical Physics, and especially his discovery of the photoelectric

effect.â€• But, to clarify that not all of his contributions were being recognized, the award citation had an unusual qualification

excluding the theory of relativity. Einsteinâ€™s Nobel diploma is unique in stating what the prize was not awarded for. Â  Einstein

did not attend his Nobel award ceremony. Instead, as scheduled, he had embarked on a five-and-a-half-month trip to the Far East,

Palestine, and Spain. Although he intended to present his Nobel lecture at the 1923 award ceremony in Stockholm, that was not to be

the case either. Â  In March 1923, Svante Arrhenius, Chairman of the Committee for Physics, wrote to Einstein, suggesting he not

wait until December to deliver his Nobel lecture in Stockholm but instead address the Scandinavian Society of Science in

Gothenburg in July on the 300th anniversary of the cityâ€™s founding. Although heâ€™d been instrumental in excluding relativity

from the Nobel award, Arrenhius suggested the address be about relativity. Einstein accepted the invitation. Â  As with everything

else concerning his Nobel award, Einsteinâ€™s lecture on relativity presented in Gothenburg on July 11, 1923 became a source of

controversy. His detractors objected to it being accepted as an official Nobel lecture since it hadnâ€™t been delivered in Stockholm

and was not about the topic for which the Prize was awarded. But Arrhenius had already submitted the lecture manuscript for

inclusion in the Nobel Foundationâ€™s yearbook, Les Prix Nobel. Although questioning its qualification, the Swedish Academy
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allowed it to stay in the publication. Â  Einsteinâ€™s lecture has this footnote in the later English translation (but not the original

German version): â€œThe Lecture was not delivered on the occasion of the Nobel Prize award and did not, therefore, concern the

discovery of the photoelectric effect.â€• The unusual events (or, more accurately, non-events) regarding Einsteinâ€™s Nobel Prize

and Nobel lecture had lasting effects. Â  For Einstein, the award apparently meant little by the time he received it besides the money

he had promised his wife Mileva in their divorce agreement. He had neither attended his award ceremony nor delivered a lecture to

the Swedish Academy on the topic of the award citation. Â  When Einstein listed his most significant achievements and honors years

later, the Nobel Prize was conspicuously absent. Perhaps this omission reflects the emotional residue of the contentious history

surrounding his Nobel Prize. Albert Einstein was, after all, only human. Â  To inquire about Einstein: The Man and His Mind or

other rare books, or to learn about the many Einstein-related items for sale at the Manhattan Rare Book Company, call

212-326-8907; or, email them at info@manhattanrarebooks.com. For more, visit www.manhattanrarebooks.com. Â  About the

Manhattan Rare Book Company: The Manhattan Rare Book Company is located at 52 Vanderbilt Ave in New York City (visitors by

appointment). The firm is always on the hunt for rare and important books in all fields and, of course, anything related to Albert

Einstein. To learn more about the Manhattan Rare Book Company, visit www.manhattanrarebooks.com.
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