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Summary
Murdickâ€™s Fudge-sponsored run attracts more than 735 participants.

Message
Last year, the annual Run the Chop Challenge turned out more runners than any other time in its 20-plus year history. The 2025 Run

the Chop Challenge, a four-mile loop around the West Chop of Marthaâ€™s Vineyard, raised the bar even higher by drawing 735,

up from 650 runners last year! Â  â€œAfter a few years off due to Covid, the Run the Chop Challenge has been more popular than

everâ€”particularly as this yearâ€™s was shortly after Jaws week,â€• said Mike McCourt, general manager of Murdicks Fudge of

Marthaâ€™s Vineyard. â€œSo, itâ€™s not a huge surprise to have so many participate. And the more people who participate, the

more that can go to the causes the Run the Chop supports, which Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Cape Cod and the Islands and the

Marthaâ€™s Vineyard Rotary and its programs that support kids.â€• Â  With an additional 735 participants this year, the Run the

Chop Challenge raised nearly $160,000 for programs that support children on the Island. Â  George Degan of Cambridge, MA

repeated as the overall winner. He completed the four-mile course in a blistering 22:47. Another repeat winner, Sarah Tully, also of

Cambridge, MA, placed first for the women at 25:39. Â  Other big winners for the day included runners from the nine divisions for

age groups ranging from 10 to 80. Winners included: Blythe Anderson (F1-12); Caroline Walstad (F13-19); Sarah Tully (F20-29);

Alisyn Hummelberg (F30-39); Barbara Basbanes Richter ( F40-49); Jo Gardner (F50-59); Donna Creighton (F60-69); Carol

Gayman (F70-79); Joann Arone (F80-89). Â  Also: Zach Vichniac (M1-12); Daniel Goldberg (M13-19); Zander Kessler (M20-29);

George Degan (M30-39); Christian Iantosca (M40-49); Douglas Cronin (M50-59); Chris Cajolet (M60-69); Walter Ricciardi

(M70-79); and Jim Austin (M80-89). Â  Complete race results can be found at https://www.webscorer.com/race?raceid=396594. Â  

Of course, the really big winners were those spectators and participants who received boxes of Murdickâ€™s Fudge. Â  â€œAnother

part of the tradition is me handing out boxes to people who run in the race,â€• said McCourt. â€œJust a nice way to say thank you

for supporting the Run the Chop and helping us help kids.â€• Â  Murdickâ€™s Fudge has three locations on the Island: 21 North

Water Street in Edgartown; 5 Circuit Avenue Oak Bluffs, MA 02557 and 9 Union Street in Vineyard Haven. Murdickâ€™s offers a

wide variety of mouth-watering fudge flavors, including: Plain Vanilla, Butter Pecan, Penuche, Chocolate Mint Chip, Smores, Plain

Chocolate, Chocolate Peanut Butter, Chocolate Walnut, Peanut Butter, Cape Cod Cranberry and Rocky Road. That selection also

includes the Shark Bite, a vanilla fudge with cherries and a hint of cranberry, in honor of the 50th anniversary of the release of Jaws. 

Â  In addition to its three locations, Murdickâ€™s Fudge has a newly revamped and robust e-commerce website. For more

information Murdickâ€™s Fudge and ongoing specials and promotions or to place an order, visit www.murdicks.com. You can also

phone 888-55FUDGE (888-553-8343).
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